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ABSTRACT ^ _-_ - 
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Center I database.cur rent 1^ being delivered o r tested and provides : 

inf ormation-f or co^arison^-However ,-^no-at^ 
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of CD-ROM databases are discussed , and the vendor address as well as 
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by DIALOG Information Services, Inc^il2) OCLC Search CDiSOfo i 
Education^ produced by the Online Computer Library C^ and (31 

SiiverPiatter ERIC^produ^ by-SilverPlatter- Inf ormationr_Inc. In.- 
addition, a table presents a comparison 

archival disc contents, hardware, CD drives, and prices of the three 
products. (KM) 
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NEW AGGESS POINTS TO ERIG - GD-ROM VERSIONS 



Sitxe^ilvefPlaiief began delivering its BRI^idat^a^e 
product on CD-RC^ m August i9&6,_there Jiave been many 
new developments in access to ERIC oh CD-ROM. This 
digest wili review thiee products md present mfonnadon 
for comparison. 18o attempt will be made %o recoimnend 
^j^ phe jr^i^t. iSystem featun^ Jh Y!^* 
incUvidud user needs must be taken into consideration v/hen 
evaluating for purchase. 



need, this might necessitate the j^^^ of the CD- 

ROM search with an online search. 




The mass_slorage capabilities of compact disc-read only 
?i^^!y :(QP*^^QM)::^M1: :^!^¥l^s and information 

centers to oHer in-house access to large databases formerly 
available only uii^mnt or ozUine. Each CD-ROM disc 
hdldl ^proximately 550 dau, tl^ eqiiivj^init 

of about^ 220,006 printed pages or over USOO floppy 
^i^I^- i The entire E than ^00,000 

citations^ with its 20 years of print mdexes, fits on three 
CD-ROM discs. 



ADVANTAGES OF CD-ROM USE 

Online service ^an be ^stly and those cqsQ aie not^^ily 
estimated. In budget-based institutions such as libraries, 
^PPr^^^^^: ^ ^tfficult to manage. ^ -_ oby ious 
advantage in the acquisition of CD-RO^^^ datd>ase5 is the 
abftiry for institutions to more accurately predict the costs 
of offering ^cess to dicabpes, previously ^tim^ in the 
oniine envlronniem. Anather is, that, given the nature of 
Q^^^^PMiJ^^^^ so^aie, end-tu sejffchiiig c«v4^ 
provided and promoted, llie moreitiie CD-ROM is searched, 
the lower the cost per: search. This acti/ity is liseful in 
establishing information literacy as well as computer 
literacy. 

DISADVANTAGES 



The most often eit^ ^^i^^^^^Bf J^_CD-ROM use is th^ 
fact-1hia,:at this time, each work station must have its own 
CD-^ROM ilriye Jnd oidyjme i^ifMfi#t |t~time. 

Uris issue is more complicated dian it appears on die 
surface, however. A book may only be used \^ one person 
atjfc time, but^ui the case of a ^nodical index, there ue 
ordinarily several volumes available for use. If : you feel 
that your institution^ would jeguire more thaii one 
workstatiDn, an additional microcomputer, CD-ROM drive, 
and database disc(s) must be ]»bvided. 

Tlie other frequently cited Jisadvant^: has to do vnih the 
frequeiK^ of i^MUe. 'Ae^RIC CD-ROM systqns eim^tly 
avidlable m ^plated quarterly. Near tiie aid of an update 
pmbd, one would be missing the most recent 3: months of 
infoimatibti. Depending on the urgency of the infbrinatidn 



ERIC CD-ROM SYSTEMS 

Three vendors are current^ ^eliyerihg ^pr testing CD-ROM 
versions of the ERIC database. Descriptive information for 
each of these products is presented here, followed by a 
caparison cha^^ P^ are subject to change, biit are 
provided for reference. 



PIALOqOnl-isJRIg 



DIALOG Informatioh Services, Inc. 

34^ Hillview Avenue 

Palo Alto, CA. 94304 

800^3-i:^ALQ€ 

415-858-3785 

Tht Database 

database A>r ^yDi5^ ^^^^:ii^l^ft«5 j>^ ^RIQp™i 
indexes. Current Index to^xiumals in EducatlonjCCIJE) and 
Resources in Education (RIE), in two forms. The current 
file ^^^nains records from 1981 to tiie present on otie disc 
and the complete Hie cphtairis the entire database from 
19S6 to the^ptesoit on three discs. The archival material 
is not available separately. 

Hie Software 



llie DIALOG OnDisc Manager search software has two 
modes of use, DIALOG command language for those already 
^niliar w ith the DIADDG j^suaiVjiu^ c^asy menu mode ^r 
novice users.: The conunand: mode makes use of the 
stuidarnd search jvot<>cols used in - the online^ system, whil e 
the menu mode walks users through a series of well- 
designed ste|»; from selecting the ^pe of search desired 
(Mithof, subject, thesaurus terms, jext words, publication 
type, etc.) to printing or downloading the resulting records. 

The DiALOG: OnDisc Manager also aSows for .online 
searching of DIALOG databases tlrough the DIALOGLINK 
communications package. An OnDisc _search may be 
automatically updated Jn :the_most current portion of online 
ERIC, or ihbther DIALOG database may be searched 
titroug^ a DIALOG password. 



This publication was prrpartfd with funding: from ihi- bOi^f ui Eduiii 
Uonil Rf search and^ Eniprbvemefit t'.S Departnilrni of Educati<ni 
Jtt jT under contract ho 400-8S-0001 The Oj^hiohs exprt^^d jh thi*. rc^^trt 
r& O^rmwd^fdkcM^i do no( necessarily reflect the positions or poliiic^'. ot OEHl nt ED 



BiST COPY AVAILABtE 



TheHndwaie 

The foUbwiiig hiidwire is required to run DIALOG DnDisc 
ERTC: _ _ 

• IBM PC «xrjpomiiatibIe inicro«)mpui^^ 

• EBM PC Dps 2.0 hij^a^ 

• 384K RAM (minimum required, 640K 
recommended;): 

• Hsd^torige disk widi it leist one megsbyte of 
free spa^ :: : _:: _ _:j : __: 

• Htai£8 CM IjOa^xr Jli^hi CDR-1502S CD-ROM 
reader with controHer card; 

• Hayes -compatible modem to make use of 
blALOGLINK communications software. 

DIALOG jia| J|rr«ag<^^ several veiidbrf td^pn>vide for 
the iease and/oripwchase of any of the hardware needed to 
hih DIALOG OhDisc. 

Notable Features 

Pot search strategy^ assistance in £e E^y: Menu mode,^ the 
Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptbrs is available for searching 
through ^iDisc. One can browse dffough the relttei t^m 
displays and dtfectly select applicable thesaurus terms for a 
o^mplete search strategy. 

Retrieved records can be sorted \^ author, title, jniblicatibh 
year, journal name, or corporate source in the Easy M&m 
mode. Records may also be transferred lb disk for ftirther 
manipulation with a word processing program. 

Finally^: iht inclusion of DIALOGUNK provides usere with 
the abili^^ CPisfer to the online system to execute a 
DIALOG OnDisc^isesrch in the pcnrtion of the database not 
includklHon 4he CD-ROM, which enables users to cover the 
entire database efficiently. 

QCLC Search CIMSO for Education 

Onlihe Comimter Library Center 
65d5 Fnna Road 
Dublin^ OH - _43017.0702 
614-764-5000 
Hie Database 

the Searcji CD450 education pack age includes three 
databases on five sepante: cQscs.LThe cmient database, from 
1982-presiaU inclu^ R^ aiui CUE 4n two s^ante files 
on^onei Jisc: : Remaining : discs: include OJE« 1 969- 19B i , 
RIE, 1977-1981, RIE, 1967-1976 imd Educalioh Materials 
in Libraries^ a nibset of die OCLC Online Union Catalog 
coxitaihing educatioxi-relat^ bibliographic records. 

The current ERIC disc is aviilable by quarterly or armual 
ItihscHf^dh. ~ The arcluyal discs are: available as one-time 
purchases, and bie Education Materials in Librsies is 
updatnl ahhually. 

The Softwne 

The Search CD450 software: m dees use of windows to 
separate the ivirious search functions. All searches are 
altered into the qoery wii^ow. Searclusi may be mo^fied 
by the use of fields, which are available for viewing 
through the lise of a fuiicticm key. 



Single words are not searched^s parts of multi-word 
descriptors in a basic search. The basic index may be 
brows«l and seech t«ns may be copied into die qoery 
window: using the ub key. Thesaurus terms must be 
Mirthed upmttly frbiii other text words. 

AU r^5>|Nfr jetmved^^^ 

die screen accor^g to the number of times the search term 
ap^ars in the record, a relevance measure. Tht rnxird iii 
which the term appevs jnost often will display first 
automatically. This is the only sort feature available. 

lite S^^tem Administration Module (SAM) allows the 
system dper^pr, hot the end-user, to program iwhich fields 
will 1^ searched widt a partio^s-jualifler and what fields 
wiii be displayed in each, record display formats, and 
provides for the creation of locally wrinen -help screens^ 
SAM also allows the system operator to control for the 
number of records that may be printed or stored with a 
siiigle conmand, juid where the records will be s<^ved if 
users choose to store rather thm print search results. 

Hk Hardware 

The following hardware is r^uired to run OCLC Search 
CD450: 1^ ^ : j 

• IBM PC JCr or AT or OCLC M300 workstation; 

• mmimmn of S12iC RAM; 

• IQ megal^te hard disk or hard card; 

• CD-R^I te^er (maiiufac sj^cified in 
print : information, tested at ERIC on Hitachi 
CDR1S02S.) 

OCLC will facilitate lease/purchase arrahgemehts for the 
above equipment 

Notable Features 

The abili^ for the system: operator to alter record structure 
and sea rch Jg'otocols alio ws Tor customization of the 
program using the System: Administration Module. _ The 
help Kreens niay be tailored to the level of the user if they 
do not meet institutionsl requirements. 

AU iMsIp^sCTeens lure accessible through a menu mtcrface. 
The user must decide which type of help is required, 
however. 

The Ediicatioh Materials in Libraries: diabase provides for 
the iefi^ching of a_litersture base which complements the 
documents and journal articles found in ERIC. 

The sorting of records according to search, term ocaurrence 
?^^v4^e^ ^ :I^^^^^ihb<l f^Icvatice judgemeiit^ :^sers, 
however, are accustomed to records in author, date, or other 
order and may need some time to get used to this hew 
aitangement. 




Siivenstor Udmndaii, Inc; 
37 Walnut Snei 
Welledeyf HiUi, MA MtlSl 
617-^9-0366 

llie bildwe 

Tf»-cvmml 4utMbw J^tt ERIC ^ ^ilvcr PlitUr 
integrates both C3JE and RIE from 198i duou^ die current 
^liarta ui one file. A^^b disk retrbspective uei includes 
^e years 1966-1975 ai^ 1976-1982. Sfiedd jncing his 
been arranged for those orderihg: the archival: set and a 
cotrent, qagferly subscripftion. The current disc is also 
avaiiabie on an anniud update basis. 

^her databases a^aUible toon^ Silved^atterm: Piyclit 
CP^chblbgical Al^tracts)^ A-V Online OWiXM database)^ 
LISA (t'ibraxy- uid In^inatidn Science Abstracts), 
AGRICOLA^(Mationai Agriculci]ffe Ubrary), SOOtOFILE 
(S^blbgical ^bsfficts), Cbijx>rate an^Indusoy iRfieath 
Reports (CKR); and OSH-ROKl (Ocoipational Safe^ and 
Health ThfonnaUbii). Several biher databases will becbihe 
available in 1987. 

TheSbftwm 

The SilverPlatter prpgraih runs from a flbpi^ disk and no 
hard di«k is J^>^irisi. tJi^ ^ll'^f 1^ V^"^^^ '^^^ ^ 
extensive series of help screens. Field searching is 



ivailaMe, witit field lib^ dii^ay^ as a fimc^cm key 
command; Hie Jbasic index may be displayed^ with 
Sc^^l|4! 1^ nidivKlui] vmm lilted, bvi terms must then be 
Qfped in for aeardung. 

tlsHsdime 

SilverW4tt^ hii ^odfu^ed a i^iPl^l 
coDligwatbna on which &eir system n^iU run. Basic 
raiuiremati ara^ : 

« fflM Hi 0$ >ximp«i^!e mlaocoanputer; 

• 512K ilAM; : J 

• rC-DOS a: MS-DOS veision 2.0 or hij^uf; 

• CD iwDM drive, (Hiuchi, Philips or SONY 

SilverPlatter will facilitase the lease or purchase of Hitachi 
or Phil^ mnpac^ difc drivei. 

Nbtable Features 

SilverPlttter is the biily biMs of the: three systems described 
^t^s^ not ?^ire hird dis^ ss>rage. the progrsm 
may be booted from hard disk, if desired. 

Ute instructionid information : available to users : is 
extmive^ iiHth functibh k^ and bh-screeh menus used to 
provide fae^ information. 

Also, the aviil ibility <»f several other datibasorfbr use 
widi thb p ro gram makes, it an attractive acquisition. 



Prepared by Peacle W. McLaughlin, 
User Services Cobrdinecbrt ERIC/jR 
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COMPARISON OF CD-ROM ERIC PRODUCTS 



Current Disc 
Archival Discs 



Hardware 



SilverPlttter 



CD EMves 
Prices 



1981 -present RIE and CUE in 
single file 

19$6-present oirB discs, RCE arid 
0jB; backfile iK>t avaiiabie 
separately. 

^Fl^ble:^^ ^AM 
required, S^^SS^ recommended; hard 
disk ^th 1MB free i^ace; Hayes- 
compadble modon for use with 
DIALDGLINK. 

Philips or Hitachi 



$750-caiTent file widi quaiteriy 
update^ S14SD-cbmplete file with 
quirterly update. 



1982i)resent RIE and CUE as 1981i)reseht RIE and CUE 



sgmte files 

CUE 1969-1981 
RS 1967-1976 
RIE 1977-1981 
on ie|»ite discs 

IBM PC AT or OGLC 
MSDO woricstation: 512K 
RAM, IQMB hard disk free. 



PhMips or Hitachi 

^aroductory prices: S299- 
monbtf; S349-n(nimanber 

autoit fik wi th quir ierly 
tq>date8; Sii99:member; 
$I|W-Mmemfe ftf^ 1 
complete file widi quarterly 



as single file 



RIE and CUE 1966-1975 
and 1976-1982 on 2 discs. 



PM PC or compatible; 
5121IC RAM. 



Philips, Hitachi or 

$6S0-Cttrrem file, quarterly 
iqxlates; $3$K!Mnnrait file, 
eumal up^i; 
archival jniU 2 discs; 

fli^C^-f^y^l^t^J^f?^ iet 
widi quarterly update of 
current file. 



For furdier information oniai^ of these products, contact the_vendk»r^ or this clearinghouse. It is also advisibie to make oratact 
with pth9 dfgaiuzayprtt character whb ire currently makihg tise of the syslein ybii may be considering for purchase 

for oompaxvtive information; 



EKLC 



